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there are two passenger railway stations in Yaroslavl; the

Moskovskiy Station and the Vspoliye Station. All trains to Moscow, Gorkiy, and
Leningrad pass through the Vspoliye Station.

50X1-HUM
In 1951 an old wooden hut at Vapoliye was replaced by a new brick station
building. The construction was not yet finished| in Septe
smber 1951, In spifte of the importance of the Vepoliye Station the new
building is rather modest, It is & twoestory building spproximately 40 to 45
meteors longe The building of more modern platforms is not expected and only
an additional one will be bilt, replacing some sidings which will be removed.
At present there is only cne platforme

At the station at Vspoliye there is an Army Food Supply and Catering Point
(Voyersanr Produkteviy Punkt Stantsii Vspoliye). In addition to some civilians,
the personnel at this point consists of four officers and approximately 15
eniished men. 50X1-HUM

| there 1s inadequate passenger service,as trains to Leningrad,

Moscow, or Gorkly are alweys overerowded and sometimes passengers must wait three
to. four days for tickets,
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5. The through train Gorkiy=Yaruslavi=Leningrad wvla Bologoje s I
on the odd wumbered days, leaving Vspoliye at approximebely G300 hours and
arrviving in the Leningrad Moscow Station at sprroximabtely 0800 hourg the
following morning, 19 & 22-hour Journeys

6, A ticket for a "hard" coach from Vapcﬂ.iye 0 Leningrad cosbts 90 Uilief,

50X1-HUM
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The informatlion contained in the report below almost entirely concerns that

part of Smolensk Oblast contained in the quadrangle Smolensk (5h-46N, 32-03E) -
Kadino (54-18N, 31-28E) - Khislavichi (54-11N, 32-09E) - Pochinok (5k-2hN, 50X1-HUM
32-27E)

Terrain
—————p———pr—."

1. The area deseribed has, in general, uniform geographicel features. This 1is
flat country, in certain parts slightly undulated and intersected by numerous
rivers and streams, some of them flowing along the steep canyons. The most
undulated part of the aréa extends approximately eight km west of the raion
administrative center of Monastyrshchina (54-21N, 31—5015:)) occupying an area
of approximately 150 square km between the villages Dosugovo (54-25N, 31-42E)
in the north and Starokadino in the south. The hilly slopes there are stieper
end the canyons deeper than in other parts of the area. )
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2. East of Meonastyrshchina there is flat country, in some areas marshy or
even swampy (e.g., a forest between the villages Lyzy (54-14N, 31-54E)
and Pritykino, where, even during the summer, deep and dangerous swamps
exist). Further to the east the country is more undulated,which makes
the terrain difficult for traffic, particularly in the winter and Juring
the spring and avtumn raine (e.g., the vicinity of the town Khislavichi).
The marshes and ewampe cover aquite large areas of land south of the village
and the rallway station at Pochinok, which is situated on the road and
the Smolensk-Bryansk reilway.

3. Betweea Monasiyrshchina and Smolensk there is flat and rather open country
Intersected by numerous small stream canyons.
Dratnage i

Lk, The area described is intersected by numerous emsll rivers and streams. The
largest one in this area is the Sozh River, a tributary of the Dnepr. Some
of these rivers have flat and swampy banks: in various gectors river banks are
dry and sandy except during the spring and autum periods. The Sozh River
has, in general, dry banks. At the town of Khislaviehi the Sozh River
flows in a narrow and steep canyon. The Zhelyeznysk River at Monastyrshchina
algo flows 1n a steep canyon. The river there is spproximately 30 meters wide
and approximately 2.5 meters deep. 7The approximate width of the larger
riyers in this avea 1s 10 to 20 meters and they are 1 to 1.5 meters déep:

5. There are no spring floods in this srea. The rivers only overflow in
spring . but sll aver the L : r i descr ¢

"mud could evern cause a nervous breakdown". The sdam® cone
tiona are found during the autumn rains. -

50X1-HUM

the winter (approximately 15 November to 31 Marck) sll rivers and
slreams are covared by solid ice which can support the peasants' horses and
sledges. The swampy river banks and marshes are not so safe because almost
invariably the Ilge there is much thinner than in the middle of the river.
Erossing “he rivers by motor transport 50X1-HUM
would be rather dangerous. Ihe average depth of snow in the area
degeribed is approximately 20 50 30 centimeters.

n

T. The main type of soil is & mixture of clay and sand. There is in some
areas, chiefly in the foothills, a mixture of clay and sand with a small
percentage of black earth. This soll is more fertile than the elay and
sand. i

Vegetatlon and Agriculture

8. |during the period 1922-1929 the greatest part of the 50X1-HUM

foreste had been devastated, in some places almost completely. The local

population needed the wood for heating, repair of houses, and other purposes.

The guthorities cut the wood without any planning for bridge building, raile
. Way repelir work, ete. After the collectivization the remaining wooldls were

guarded by newly appointed foresters, but nevertheless the destruction '
continued, though on a much smaller scale. During the last war dewmgtation

of the woods started again. At present in the described area the forests

have practically ceased to exist. | 'the greater 50X1-HUM
part of the woods still marked on the maps In fact do not exist any longer .
and have been replaced by small. groves or bushes. In many placee new trees

ave growlng but, except for some older trees, the aversge height of the

young forest is approximately four to five meters, The largest wood in

the area 18 near the village of Lyzy, approximately 12 km southeast of
Monastyrshehina. This wood has been reguced to epproximately 50 percent of

its previous glze and at pregent covers an area of approximately 12 square km,

SECRET/CONTROL UB 50X1-HUM

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP82-00457R012400350003-7



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/02/17 CIA RDP82 00457R012400350003-7

9.

10.

11.

13.

1k,
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

A

50X1-HUM

SECRET/GONTROL Ub‘

-

Between Monastyrshchina and Smolensk the forests have disappeared completely.

The trees growing in the area referred to eare primarily: silver birch,
alder, aspen, and a small quantity of oak. Everywhere there is a large
quantity of osier,which has replaced the large trees in the formerly
wooded ares. 'This type also grows on the river bhanks.

the wooded or formerly wooded land and swamps cover

approximately 15 percent of ithg whole area and that pastures, including

marshy meadows, caver approximately 30 pexrcent. Approximately 5% percent

50X1-HUM

of the land im eultiveted, the chief crops beilng rye, 30 percent; potatoes, '

25 percent; and flax, 25 percent. “he remaining 20 percent is devoted to

oats, mille%, wheat, and buckwheat.

Flax is cuitivated in large quantities and is, sent through the Monastyrshchina

Raion center to the Smolensk Flax Combine.

Because of the lack of “ractors and horses as well as the difficult seil,
very good. Tractors in this area are considered

crops in general sve non
a luxury and farmers chiefly use cows and oxen on the land and very few
horses.

There 1s also a shoriage of livestock, partieularly pigs and sheep.

chere Is no large-scale agricultural industry.

50X1-HUM

The majorlty of the villages 1n Smolensk (blast are linear. They are
generally smsll and consist of 30 to 50 houses. Some larger villages
haye 80 to 100 huts provided with a huge "Russian stove" which serves
various purposes such as cooking, lighting and heating the room, and
sleeping accommodation. There are no brick or stone buildings in the
villages. As a rule all hute are vermin-infested. Source stated thst
apart from the traditional bed-bugs and fleas, lice are a real plague.
lighting 1s provided by kerosene lamps, the glow freom the stoves, and in
some places even mabch-woed. <he latter is of very little use because

of lack of the proper kind of wood. There is no electricity in the area )

and never |:|any planning for the consSruction of a power
plant.

Sanitatlon installations do not exist. "Phe huts are almost unfurnished,

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

- and the existing furniture is of the most primitive, home-made manufacture.

The small towns are also bullt of wood. There are only a few brick houses,

as 8 rule occupled by the Government offices. There are no street lamps
in the small towns. The towns are filthy, and the houses are vermin~
"Infested and without any ecivilized sanitation system. b

farms.
visited same of the kolkhozy.

SECRET/CONTROL us‘
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Population

oS —y

ter part of the population are Russfams. ~n  90X1-HUM

some places thepre asje small groups of Byelorusmaians buil
thely number as not more than two perceal of the total population. TFurther

‘to the west the number of Byelorussians inersases but the eagtern bank of 50X1-HUM
the Dnepr River still belongs to the Russisng. On the western bank of

the Pnepr Russiang are in the minowity. :

.:‘efwish po‘cula‘“ion ‘m& s,lmcat r.omple Je‘zJ disappe&*eﬂ. There are

T‘e:xm’insg f‘:mm
the gthar o 'Bz'yam};. f‘% d_d sance bem«een theese
7n splie of the fact that both railways,
and In paxrtlc yansk line, are Important lines of
communication, y do not exerclise any Influences on the development of
the ares situated belween Lhem. -

| vhe toce’s do xob need anv wallway | | 50X1-HUM

| Tacal

v e and very few mobor
Lance m,d of natural gravitabion

g 5 ole gmek espler and
an 43 go firat 4o
w2 che Jouruey by

[
postey 1Lt o

ransgost eon

i almost pubicaly ef
' peaces off impr

O

irc Bhe area fegeribed, e 50X1-HUM

> Smeclengk-Roslavl ralle
A runsing from Mehislewl

; ; soeds ave of Zocal or shate fm-
Tpos o Jwe aein road MirgioVosvow and west ef

the Smelensk-Roalavl z*oad., . smmm as the Xiev road, extends a large ares
whers there are miLy more or less difficult earth tracks.

ALY thése rosds are of the same Lype and the énly diffevence ie 'lha:c ihe more
important ecoss are widm than the loval tracks. ”‘hey are good for t’mae—drawn

.ecaxyts and duw?
£l

- perleds some of them could be used by motor trange
e,y by af net more then thves tong aapacit,y and by pa.aaenger

port, : 5
b wers not low-sluag. The maximum speed for all “ypss of M7

cars

velicles cannmo’ ba more than 40 km per hour § the as‘ttagp sp@ed 13 3’{‘3 Tm
per hour, :
Dorlng +the spring and aubtumn ral. B3, a8 well as afver oune or two dmys of

rain duwreing the sumer verlod. there is an incpedible quantity of mud,

“the delvers these need nerves of S"cet'l“ 50X1-HUM

TO Work ¢gn such a vroad sysbs

In the winter e main roads are sometimes better than during the other
yeriods of the yeer, provided the snow Is ¥hiek enough and the road is
mere or lesa meinth a}.nec :

All thess voads recelve either very little maintenapee oy pons at A1l

Therefore, they ave full of pot-holes and other axd: :E‘ifsial and natural

obstacles. ALl bridges are made of wood and there are no gilgng indi-

cating the wearimum welght capacity. Very often 1% ig much safer to b -pass

a bridge and try te @rose the river by a ford. | tke weight 50X1-HUM
capacity of bridees as twe to three tons or even less.

50X1-HUM

RER CORTROL:
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31. The main and the best track in this area is the road (trakt) connecting
the town of Monagtyrshchina with Smolensk. | | 50X1-HUM
50 km~long route in the month of October, travelling by truck used as . ‘
a bus, in approximately 4 3/4 hours, i.e., an average speed of 11 km
per hour. It was rainy weather at the time and the road was slippery.

32. | | during the dry summer periods cross-country trargic 20X1-HUM
is not only possible but sometimes even safer than using the existing tracks.

Landing Aress
50X1-HUM

33. ‘ v "awing"tu the great number of streams intersecting the
terrain and the muddy soil, it s very difficult to find a suitable landing
ground. During the dry periods y in particular after the harvegt, the
cultivated land could be used for emergency landings. '

Raci

SECRET/CONTROL US 50X1-HUM
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Colleetive Farma ‘
1., the situation Is alwost the same everywhere, He reeeived
news of hls native srea In Smolensk Oblast from his cousin, & Leningrad worker,
who was there in the summer of 1951. In order to help his parents, source's
cousin brought with him from Leningrad a large amount of foody such a8 peprl
6o barley, flour, maecaroni, and fats. He said that the people in the Monastyr
g rayon lived almost onm & starvation diet in more or less ruined, ratten huts,
' without furniture, clothing,or money. Since the liberstion in 191&3 almost
‘nothing has been done there to help the population. In erder to cbtain som%?
money, colle¢tive farmers used to sell everything they could produce in thelr

!
t .

1

LASSIFICATION SECRET/CONTROL-U, 8, S0X1-HUM
STATE EE |- 3¢ | NAvy x’usne DISTRIBUTION
ARMY X[ AR X Fe1 X ] L |

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP82-00457R012400350003-7



L.

7.

8.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP82-00457R012400350003-7 IUM

.0 © ZECRET/CONTROL U.3

-2~

kitchen gardens and personal household, such as eggs y butter, poultry a.nd 5OX1 HUM
vegetables. | passing through Orgha (54-30N, 30-27E), Smolensk,
and other stations of the Minsk-Moscow railway, noticed a number of young pea-
sant women and girls y extremely poorly dressed, selling milk and eggs. At
mpany stations he saw peasants begging for bresd. *
& ‘ 50X1-HUM

& nmaster sergeant
returned from leave | | He had visited his mother in &

' collective farm in Klintgyy rayon (emst of CGomel on the Gomel-Bryansk railway)
and, told life there is slmost impopsible. His mother snd other 50X1-HUM
villagers also lived in haelf-ruined, rotten, wooden huts. friend 50X1- HUIVI
intendefl to mpend hls leave in building & new house for his mother, but his -
plans failed as he could not obtain the necessary timber and he only msnsged.
to make some repairs in order to prevent the existing hut from tumbling down.
Thers was no electricity in the whole area but plans had been made for the
construction of a);z electric plant.

P

All eround the area people lived on a starvation digt. There were no fats,

very 1little meat, and a great shortage of bread. The pease.nta used to make

bread ¢f pollard. but even pollard was very difficult to obtain, 50X1- HUM
friend bought briead for his mother in the towns. There were no amusements
whatgoever. People lived in an atmosphere of depression, fesr, and rumors

gbout war, , ‘ . 50X1-HUM |

in Yat'aslavl in the summer of 1951 llife in the  50X1-HUM
collective farms is hopeless. The situation there was simijer to that in the
Bryansk and Smolenek Oblasts. There was a lack of everything exeept timber
‘in the northern part of the oblast. \
after visiting his native region in the Kiev Oblast described 50X1-HUM
life there guite briefly as a Trotten life". Everywhere there was a great 50X1-HUM
shortage of manpower in the villages.

in general,soldiers returning from leave do not tazlk abou5OX1 -HUM
thelr experlences of happy life in the colleetive farms., They often refuse
to answer qu\estions, or answer angrily, "Why are you asking me? You know
very well how hopeless 1life is there”. As & rule, officers returning from
leave avoild talking about ¢onditions in the collective farms.

Town Life

‘the main problems of life in the towns are housing, wages5OX1 -HUM
snd prices, and public safety. All these problems are very acute in the large
towng as well as in the medium sized and emaller settlements.

Housing |
‘ ‘everywhere in the USSR houslng appears to be the main 50X1 'H‘UM

- tragedy in the 1ife of the town population. According to the housing regulstions
_ every one 1s entitled to 9 square meters of living space (zhilploshchad).

In other words, a famlly of two is entitled to 18 mquare meters, and four
persons should have 36 square meters. Actumlly, the regulations do not

affect very imporitent, powerful personmlities,who occupy unlimited space; but
the sverage citizens live in cramped conditions, with,four, -Blx,or sven more
families in one apartment, depending on the number of rooms. 50X1-HUM

In Léningrad the housing problem is extremely acute. The towm is over-
crowded and there is no hope of any solutilon in the
near future. | |

\ | famlly of four (two e¢hildren of
sechool age) oceupy one room of approximately 20 squsre meters. The hegd of

SECRET /CONTROL

‘ 50X1-HUM
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the family is a factory worker and his wife works s a cleaner. Anpther
famlly of two, the husband a factory worker and the wife a shop assimtant,
live in one room of 16 square meters. In 1951, | 50X1-HUM
in Leningrad, six families, totaling 18 persons, lived in eight ropms.
According to Leningrad standards, this was not overcrowded. The best example

of the housing situation, wag provided by the case of & friend HS0X1-HUM
hig who "found & girl with living space and married her™ (n.ash'él sebe devushku

8 zhilploshchadyu i zhenilsya). He did not mention any of the lady's quallties

except her possession of 1iving gpace. . People do everyth ossible i
to find sccommodstions. |

[in general
houses In Leningrad are filthy and a great percentage are vermin-infested, In
many houses there 1s also a lack of water supply. The number of bathrooms in
the town is very small and the limited number of public baths are plways overw
growded, People often wait for three to four hours for admittance to a publie
Rath. 50X1-HUM

In Yaroslavl and Minsk the housing situstion is a little better then in Lenin-
grad. In both places the percentage of wooden huts used as living guarters is
much larger than in Leningrad. |  |brother-in-lew| 50X1-HUM
lives in Yaroslavl under exceedingly good conditions. For himself and his

femily, consisting of his wife and three children, he has a separate spartment

of three roome and a kitchen. He mlso has a kitchen garden where he used to

plent vegetables and keep & couple of goats. This was liquideted in 1951 .
because the Party authorities reprimsnded him for aequiring a fortume. In 50X1-HUM
Minsk, | her husband live with their son in a small room in

& rotien, wooder hut belonging to the Army Catering Point. |

J
E 50X1-HUM
information on living conditions in
the Leninskan area. A mejor, posted there in 1951 from Berlin, wrote a letter
in which he deseribed life there as hopeless. He paid 200 rubles per month for
a small room and lived there in the most primitive conditions without water
supply. This was confirmed by an officer posted from the Leninakan sres to
Berlin. He said that the Soviet officers in Germany live in "a goldén eage".
In Leninekan there is no drinking water and living conditions are impossible.

50X1-HUM

Wages

11. ‘ the wages of the average worker inadequate in compsarison to
prices., Deductions frém wages are high and smount to & minimm of 20 per cent

of the gross pay. |

prices for everything, ineluding food, are too high and an average
oviet citizen spends aimost all his earnings on buying food. He supplied
the following estimate of wages for various categories of employment: 50X1-HUM

Monthly wages (grose) Category of employment
\ .

200-250 rubles Janitors, femasle cleamners; waitresses in the
lower class of restaurents.

300-500 rubles Armed factory watchmen; conductors on town
Lransport; weitresses 1n the first cless regtaue~
rants; typlsts; bookkeepers of lower grades, Post
Office and Telegraph lower grade personnel; factory
apprentices; usherettes in the theaters and motilon-
pieture houses.

500~750 rubles Unskilled feetory workers; Fire Depariment personnel

SECRET/CONFROL~Y . S, 50X1-HUM
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in the fattories snd the town gervice; non~-tech-
.nieal railwsy persannel; cashfiers asnd shop
assistants; bookkeepers and railway cashiers;
nurges; theater stagehands; senior Post Office
and Telegraph officiels; elementary school
teachers; Uniformed Militis enlisted men.

T750-1000 rubles Bus and streéetear drivers; river tug skippers;
dockers and lightermen; skilled factory warkers;
building trade workers; factory bookkeepers;
secondary school teachers; young physiciang;
Militis officers.

1000-1500 rubles Highly qualified factory workers ; Militis senior
officers; lower grede technicians; young engineers;
rallway engine drivers; physicians; Junior
seientigts; factory foremen.

1500-2000 rubles Higher technical staff; designers; wniversity.
professors; Stakhanovites; factory foremen of
grade VII.
over 2000 rubles Highest categories of employment. .
50X1-HUM

various categories of technlciang and scientists » apart from
their monthly wages, earn bonuses which are very often mueh higher than their basic
pp' Y.

Military personnel are, in general, better paid than eivi
Army Food Supply and Catering Point

i earng over 2000 rubles 50X1-HUM

LP‘ET_YEIOII‘CIL, The higher offiecimls of the paramilitary organizations such as
DOSARM or DOSFLOT, primerily demobilized dissbled genlor officers, earn over
1000 rubles per month.

P;"i_ces

Housing is comparatively inexpensive if obtained at official rates. A medimn:
size room in Leningrad costs %0 to 45 rublels per month, which includes ’

electricity, water supply, and gas » 1f avalleble. An average worker spends 50X1-HUM
approximately five to seven per cent of his wages for housing. |

A proper and adequate food supply containing approximately 200 grams of mest
daily, milk, sugar, butter, some fatg and vegetables costs approximately 600
rubles per month. (A%t present s s8ince the last reducti
- cost approximately 550 rubles.)
the cost of &n enlisted man's normal Army monthly ration at normal 50X1-HUM
market prices to be from 570 to 600 rubles. Cigarettes cost 30 to 35 rubles
per month. 50X1-HUM

An gverage worker, earning 800 rubles per month, and receiving approximately
540 rubles net » 18 unable to feed himself properly even since the reduction
of priees. But other vital things are slso expensive. Owing to lack of
bathrooms in the houses one must use the public baths,which cost six to
eight rubles. A haircut costs five rubles.

Clothing 1s very expensive. An average man's suit cests 600 rubles or more.
A palr of shoes, not the best quality, costs 145 rubles. A coat costs 800
rubles or more. A palr of boots cost 230 rubles. Men's shirts cost 40 to

65 rubles. Ladies' underwear is of extremely poor quality. A good set can
be obtained from the personnsl on leave from Germany asnd costs over 200 for

& slip and pants. Silk stockings of a very low quality cost 47 rublesy cotton

.SECRET/CONTROL-T. S., 50X1-HUM
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50X1-HUM
stockings cost 15 rubles. ‘ ‘1n general the poPulatlon in the
towns, who were always poorly dressed, are, at present, not better dressed than
before the war and sometimes even worse. The population of lLeningrad is

better dressed than irn other towms. There are  traditions of better

quality and more taste in dressing then in other towns, and shops are better gupe
plied. But even there the standard of dressing cannot be compared with the

average standard abroad. Officers, in general, are badly dressed and

lopk rather shabby. Military personnel serving in Germany distingujsh them-
selves because their uniforms are of mueh Better guality and, in comparison
with the troops in the TSR, they loock very smart. Enlisted men in the

Soviet Union look and are, in general, very slovehly.

17.

Although there are many bicycle. factories and one can easily find g 50X1-HUM
bieyele in a shop window,there are very few in the streets. A Soviet

bicyele eosts 640 rubles; a good bicycle, in other words one of German

manufaecture, costs 921 rubles. Tt is obvious that storles about peasants

and workers using bicyeles en masse are only very poor propaganda lies.

18. Amusements are very expensive. An average citizen can hardly vieit a theater.

Public safety

19. \the gereral standard of public safety is lower then befer90X1-HUM
the war. There is no difference between the large and small = towns. He
thinks that the country in the central oblasts of European Russia 1s much
safer than the towns.

20. 1In all the places|  [recently visited there were numerous thieves,50X1-HUM
ehlefly pickpockets, working efficiently and very eleverly. They are in
all the streets of lLeningrad, at bus and streetear stops, and in the theaters
.and shops. Their favorite hunting grounds are railway stations, A con-
siderable percentage of pickpockets are youths, many of whom are children
from 10 to 12 years of age. A special group of thieves steal washing hanging
in the lofts.

21. Houses and blocks of apartments are guarded during the night by the Janitors,
who check all strangers. In daylight no one checks on strangers and, as
almost all inhabitants are away at their places of employment, burglars have
a comparatively easy task in unattended spartments. There are many cases of
collaboration between occupants and burglars. The occiupants acht as agents, ine
forming burglars about such facts as the interior situation of houses, locks,
and the financial position of their neighbors.

22. A very speclal branch of thilevery is the stealing of motor vehicles. In the
Soviet Union, where privately owned cars practically do not exist, the stolen
car market 1s very different from the market in Europe. Thieves sell stolen
cars in parts to car drivers. Since the drivers are responsible for their
vehicles, they prefer to buy parts out of their own pocket rather than to
walt for the very slow work of repsir shops with the chance of becoming a
vietim of official investigation, which almost always ends with punishment of
the driver. Ag thieves and their customers act very quickly,it is almost 50X1-HUM
1mp®ssib1e to find a stolen vehicle.

23. ‘ ‘not many cases of street robbery in 50X1- HLMM
Leningrad, although they sometimes occur, primarily in the dark streets of the
suburbs. | the number of cases of murder is not larger 50X1-HUM

than in any other big town. ©But there sometimes are cases of extremely

brutal murders, as in the affair of 1949 when the wife of an examining
nagistrate was murdered in her apsrtment in the center .of Leningrad in

daylight. The bandits had planned to murder her husband as an . act of vergesnce
but killed her instead of her absent husband and left the body sitting by

the table. The murder was discovered by the vietim's daughter when she returned
from school. On the table was found a scrap of paper in which the murderers
informed the husband that they had retaliated for the arrest of one of

their friends. .

SECRET/CONTROL-U, S, 50X1-HUM
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Thg situatlon is much worse in Yaroslavl,where many cases of robberny

and murder occurred during 1950 and 1951. | | organized 50X1-HUM
groups of gangsters operate in the town. There were slso many cases of

robbery of the various stores and shops. In 1951 & female cashier was

murdered in & store raided by the gangsters. Public psrks, derk streets, and
cemeteries are very dangerous and everybody avolds walking alone after dark.

The counter-action of the Militia is in general » very Ineffielent and in«
adequate, end véry often the Militia collaborstes with the burglars and

robbers. ) R

Religion 50X1-HUM

in spite of the official freedom of faith,there are varlous
restrictions comncerning sttendance at church services. Party members and
candidates and members of the Komsomol are not allowed to .attend religlous
services. Armed Forces personnel as well as State Security personnel are
not allowed to visit churches in uniform. In the center of Leningrad two
churches are open, one of them the Greek Church near the Oktynbrekays
Station. In Yaroslavl one church is open. There are always large congre-
gations and a considerable number of youths of both sexes attend the church
services.

Anti-Semi%ism T '
] T 50X1-HUM
in Leningrad in 1951\ a large-—
scale purde of Jews was carried out in all commerciasl enterprises ?f the eity.
A number of Jews occupying leading positions were dismissed and trgnsferred :
to minor Jobs In branches other then commerce. A number of them e gent 90X1-HUM
i‘rqm Lenimgrad to smaller towns. There were also some cases of ert;‘ being
véaten up. | jone case |  |Russian workers beat up'a Jew who50X1-HUM
~uged. the Russien Christian name of Vliadimir,which is very popular lamong the
Rusgian Jews. The workers accused him of concealing hls Jewish descent and
using & Russian name.| | even the Party members became 50X1-HUM
anti-femitic and|[  the population supports the Govermment in its anti- 50X1-HUM
Semitic activities.

Morale and Moré.ls

. \ \ the atmosphere in which people live in the Soviet Unilen 50X1-HUM

is full of disbrust and depression. He said that he does not know how the
upper cless lives; but the average citizens, peapants, workers, officials,
officers, and others distrust everyore and are themselves distrusted by
their superlors. People do not like to talk too mueh snd avoid discussing
any vital problem. Even members of a family prefer not to talk rather than
risk involving themselves in unnecessary or dangerous discussions. The only
subjects which Soviet ecitizens discuse with pleasure are prices and how
many useful things they are umable to obtein. Food, clothing, and housing
are also subjeets for discussion. '

Wherever ﬁ‘the atmosphere of distrust. devressi '
preflominated.

, 50X1-HUM
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29.
30.
\ | The
people did not talk about local affairs because they were afraid to talk tao
much.  Almest next dcor\ s an amuunition factory. Source .
learmed ‘ there 1s a secret factory". 50X1-HUM
31. Lx Minsk, the story was exactly the =ame.
Her femily told him sbout their poverty, lack of furniture, clothing, and S0X1-HUM
money, but almost nothing about the life there| ‘
32.
Thirty-four years of Party
training gave very good resgklta. An average Soviet subject is constantly
scared of everyone amd of everything. He does not ask questions and avoids
answering them. '
33. | people in the Soviet Union are overworked and tired. The;50X1 -HUM
are tired physically and meotally. In theory they work only for eight hours,
but in practice the majority look for additional.jobs in order to supplement
their income. Many of them work on Sundays or after working hours, at such
jobs as re-decorating houses, paintiog walls,or as carpenters and mechanics.
- 3k, \ \a.n average Soviet eitizen does not read elther books ori 50X1-HUM

newspgpers or only very few. 'n| |apartment in Leningrad only two out of

the 18 people reed newspapsrs and only one person had a private library 50X1-HUM
of about twenty bocks. This was not an exception. On the contrary, other

houges were even worse. (ollective farmers do not read and have no books in

their homes. When he msrched through Polish territory in 1944-19k5

noticed with astonishmert that there were some books in almost every peasant

house. BRefore the war, in Leningrad a great number of people read books or
newspapers in streetears or buses. At present, they do not read on the 50X1-HUM
Journey to and from thair work. .

35. 'The a‘tinosphere in family life is in general, very unpleasant and unfriendly.
[ Hescribed the unhsppiness of the Soviet family life in one sentence: goyx{_HUM

SECRET/CONIROL-1.5. ' 50X1-HUM

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP82-00457R012400350003-7



.

36.

37«

38.

39.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP82-00457R012400350003-7 .
90X1-HUM

SECRFL/CONTROL=D .84

-8

i

Marod zhivet nedruzhelyubne” {People 1live unfriendly). Husband, wife,and
hiTdren A1sturb fach othar becsause they are crowded into ome filthy, poorly
furnished reom, whers ihey think srd $alk sbout troubles im the office or S0X1-HUM
in the factory, are t;i:”@i and short of mongy, and use bgd language.

maybe in the uppsr class it is better becsuse those people ire BATE 0% 1-HUM
cultured and have fewer troubles, but in his clags the femily life consists
of distrust, unfriendliness or hostility, and sbuse. Life in the crowded
rooms and la,(-k of morsl background sometimeR cause VErY grave cOnSeqUeENtEs. 5ox1-HUM

an exsmple | |
& Party official livad in onr smell room with his wife, W?O wasg 50X1-HUM
a secretary, in an office, and their two children, = boy of 16 and n girl
of 13. Wheo the parents were st work the children used to stay at hame after
school. The girl becems pregneni and 1t was discoveredl that the father-to-be
was her own brother. The gisl was gent to B kolkhoz,whers she gave birth to
a child. It was undoubtedly a very pacullar case. It was characteristic
of the Soviet mentslity, hawaver, that there were no reseblons whatsoever.
Neither psrents nor neighbars, teachers nor Covernment suthorities, paid
any stiention to the metter. Fverybody in the houge snd in the vicinity knew
gbout it. Obviously the Milltia and the MGR were duly lnformed, Neighbors,
\ | eonsidered this Just an interssting pese (interem5oX1-HUM
" sluchay}. As nobody wrs killed and = healthy child wep born, everything was
in perfect order. People were opnly very interssted 4o know how the child would
be regletered. Source polnted out that this partlculsr family wag & happy ong.
They n«§ver quarelle.d or used bad language and they lived lmltumo {in & eultured
MANNEr ) .

A number of youths, even those of good femilies by Soviet standard, sueh as

children of Party officials, Army officers, and teshelrisrs, sre conngcted with

the underworld. or spenr their time aftsr school hours oGrgenizing gangs of )
hocligans. | | 2 15=yesr-old boy, belangsdl to & gamg of  50X1-HUM
plekpockets and hooligans. He i tht son of a sénlor Army officer snd wes

proparly breught up at bom=. The Komscmol members took part in kﬂﬂ%

{sie; Khuldeanstyo) and wers no better than the other boys.

aleohol is e very 1mp0r‘t;a:«* factor in 1ife in the Seviet S0X1-HUM
Unior, voika, as in the pest, is A medieine for sll the troubles
and difficulties im the 1ife of = fovist citizen. In gpite of the fmet that
vodka is very erxpensive, aluost everyvoase drinks, and on every cccgsglon, A
cheerful invitation "let us have a husdred grams® (of voliks) became a sort
of natlonml slogan. Youth of both sexzs begin to indulge in mlechol mmuch
too early and those hundrsd crems of vodke are ope of the msin reagons for
hooliganigm and mses demorailzstion of the young generstion.

Cleznl Inggs

Fhere 1s one more poinw which | exercises & gremt influsnce

on the morgle and life of the Foviet Fnion, and that is lack of cleanliness.

He ststed that Russis was never & clean country and very little has been done

during the last thirty years to tmmeh the people 4o be clean. He poinbed 50X1 HUM
out that,despite all the achievemenis of Sovietl industry, undoubbedly

very great, ®uch ms the construction of esnmls, railweys, and fametoriles,

an nversge Soviet subject bas gained very little or pothing st all. Onme of

the main needs of the Juissians was for facilities for cleanliness amd the
inculeation of habits of aleanlinees.

The peassnte! living standard is far worss thean previocusly. Pessants are

filthy and live in filthy, rotten huts. there is mo 90X1-HUM
plessure in apendmg g 1save gt home in the villegss | |-

it im, rather, s hard doty, even a nightmdre, 50X1-HUM
In particulsr, soldisrs who merve ir Cermeny snd In other foreign countrdies,

in many cages, stay at home omly e long B8 necossary or spend thelr whole

legve in & town. Wegtern
Russiamis mich less envilizs=d iher olber parts of the BBSE L334 eﬂ,lysox,] "HUM
50X1-HUM
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lesg civilized then it wes before collectivization. There sre no rosde, no .

industry, no properly buiit hoises, no libraries, clubs, or smugements.  50X1-HUM
‘r’she same conditionsg

exiat in the Yaroslavl Oblmer,which is an industrisl ares.

Leningrad is en exception, end the post civilized towsn in the Soviet Union. :

However, almost everything in ‘sringred waa there before 1917, The people 50X1-HU

of Leningrad are slso much mor~ civilized than in other towns. Bub éven in

Leningrad, a town of spproxima-ely 4,000,000 population, there are many dark,

unpaved, or very badly psved svreeis, especislly in the outskirts. There is

very little gae for cookirg mmd a srest shortage of bathroems in the blocks of

spartmentg. A considarsble percectBer of houses im vermin-lnfested and,in

geversl, apprtmects ars filthy. :

Tn Yeroslavl the situmtior 1s mueh worse. Flsctrie strget Lighting exists
only on the main atreet, while other rirests sre completaly dark. A few

main streets are macadanized b the rurfaces sre of very poor gqualiby.

A mumber of streets ar: urpaves. Strtets, shops, themters, houges y and -
restaurants are filthy. Feopls in the sireets look shebby and Pilthy. Housing
is much worse then inm “srfegres. “h- situstion 1s the same or & 1ittle WOrge
in Minsk, s

| the passeeger treles in the TSGR, with the exception of DHOX1-HUM

the Moscow-Lemingrad eid Mossaw-Rrest Lhrough iraing, are filthy and full

of dust and that wany <caches sre versin-infested {bedbugs in the soft " 50X1-HUM
coaches ) and full of Tless. Tt pegsengeTs Are more reégponsible for this

than the railway suthoritiss, Wash tesins ir the passenger cosches are often

- full of ecigarette ends and other rven worse things. on gensry, the
lack of cleanlinsss ckn be observed syarywhere. '
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